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her Intention of going to America, and begged
an  audience of the Emperor.    " Eight years
of sorrow change all characters,  and destiny
teaches resignation to those who suffer."    She
allowed  herself the  only  flattery which  she
could   with    dignity  address   to    Napoleon:
" Your Majesty's disfavor throws upon those
who are its objects such disgrace throughout
Europe, that I can no longer take a step with-
out feeling its effects."    She sent an advance
copy of " L'Allemagne " with the letter.    Na-
poleon would   not   believe  in   Madame   de
Stael's conversion.     " She  is  perpetual  mo-
tion," he  said" to   Metternich, who  presented
the petition for her;   " she stirs up the salons ;
it is only in France that such a woman is for-
midable, and I do not want her here."    Mean-
while the censors examined the book.    Their
opinion was that the author showed a lack of
patriotism in provoking the Germans to inde-
pendence, and  of good  taste in so  praising
their literature.    Their censure, for the  rest,
fell upon merely a few passages, of which they
demanded the suppression;  and with this re-
serve they  authorized  the  publication.    The
Emperor prohibited  it; the police destroyed
the edition, broke the plates, and hunted the
manuscript.    Savary warned  the author in a
letter which shows that if Napoleon had put